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Please tell us HOW you plan to implement each plank of the Kids Agenda as the Mayor
of Philadelphia. Please respond by March 20.

How will you, as Mayor, make Philadelphia a great place to raise your family?

When my wife and I decided to start a family, we made the decision to do so here in
Philadelphia, the city we have long called home. As a parent, I have had to make
decisions on a daily basis to optimize the opportunities available for my son, who is on
the Autism Spectrum, and our family. These experiences will inform my leadership as
Mayor as I look to increase investment in recreation, public safety, afterschool and after
care programs, and in affordable senior living options.

As you asked, the most important part of this question is “how.” How will we create a
better Philadelphia for our kids? Firstly, I would address the issues most harmful to our
children, such as gun violence, drug crimes, and rampant blight. As I outlined in my
public safety plan, I am committed to ensuring safety for Philadelphia kids and their
families, because nothing is more important than making sure families come home
together safely at the end of the day.

Of course, Philadelphians need more to thrive than just crime abatement. That’s why
I’ve focused more than any other candidate on supporting Small Businesses across our
City, which provide family-sustaining job growth and so much of the culture and vibrancy
that make Philadelphia a global destination. I have also championed safer schools in
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our School District, including writing the bill that would remove asbestos and other
environmental hazards from schools.

Our families and kids deserve safety, security, and a City in which they can thrive. And
as Mayor, I’ll make that Philadelphia a reality.

How will you, as Mayor, ensure that Philadelphia is a city where we have the
courage to heal systemic rifts that disproportionately harm children of color?

The next Mayor must uproot systemic racism in Philadelphia through investment and
opportunity. When I talk about investment, I am referring to investing in our school
buildings, which are in unacceptable condition. I am referring to investing in family
support resources and afterschool, aftercare programs, that give young Philadelphians
spaces to learn and develop. And, I am referring to accountability for investments in our
Police Department, to reimagine their relationship with communities of color by
changing the culture of the department.

When I talk about opportunity, I am referring to opening the door to opportunities for our
children in a way that we are currently not seeing. As Mayor, I would work with our
School Board to expand extracurricular opportunities for our children to get connected
with activities that stimulate them and potentially expose them to a passion or future
career. This cannot happen, however, unless we have a School Board that shares that
vision. The next Mayor will appoint a School Board in line with a vision for a better
Philadelphia, and I would prioritize appointments of experienced, culturally competent
individuals who will work in tandem with my Administration to better the lives of
Philadelphia’s students.

How will you, as Mayor, make sure no child in Philadelphia goes hungry or lives
in poverty?

Philadelphia is often referred to as the biggest poor city in America. I refuse to accept
that. In 2023, no child in a global city should be going hungry or stuck in the cycle of
poverty. I will be a staunch advocate at the state level to see through proposed
legislation to provide universal free breakfasts for students. And in regards to poverty,
attacking it will be one of my top priorities as Mayor, due to its intersectional impact on
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every other issue we see in our City. I plan to address poverty in a variety of means,
including investments in small businesses, which will create more jobs and increase
wealth in our neighborhoods. I am committed to making the permitting process more
user friendly and continue to push my Public Banking initiative to provide access to
credit to Black and brown businesses so that they can grow and employ more
Philadelphians. I will also ensure Philadelphian students receive vocational training and
in-school workforce development, to set them up for success and a paycheck upon
graduation. Finally, I will continue to champion legislation and initiatives that make
Philadelphia more equitable for its employees.

How will you, as Mayor, make sure every neighborhood has a quality District
School?

My mother taught in the School District for 31 years, and it’s untenable that we are
facing the same issues today and she encountered decades ago. As Mayor, I would use
federal dollars from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to invest in our school buildings, to
remove asbestos and transform dated facilities into schools we can be excited and
confident about sending our children to. I would also appoint a School Board that will
work to ensure we’re creating as many quality seats for students in our City as possible.

How will you, as Mayor, make Philadelphia the prime destination for the best
teachers in the country?

I think that this starts with an investment in our school buildings, like I mentioned in my
previous response. But I think that we also need to have a shift in the relationship
between the Mayor’s Office and the School Board, that shows our educators that we are
working together to improve the experience of both our students and faculty. I am
particularly sensitive to the recruitment and retention of educators, as my mother taught
in Philadelphia Public Schools for over 30 years. Finally, I will partner with Gov. Shapiro
to provide financial incentives as a way to recruit and retain teachers.

How will you, as Mayor, make sure every child has a safe and stable home and
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access to healthcare?

We need to expand our housing supply in Philadelphia and, as Mayor, I would be
committed to working with our private partners to ensure we are developing both
affordable and mixed-income housing across all neighborhoods. And when it comes to
healthcare, I will work with our State and federal delegations to ensure all
Philadelphians have access to affordable, quality healthcare. Further, I drafted
legislation to create a Philadelphia Health Center Authority. Although this legislation was
passed, it was never implemented. As Mayor, I will use this municipal authority as a way
to create new facilities and expand healthcare in our City.

How will you, as Mayor, make sure every neighborhood has great rec centers,
parks, libraries, safe places, and afterschool and summer programs?

There are many parks, libraries, and recreation centers that currently exist in the City,
but are underutilized and unkept because of a lack of operational staff. If we address
the threat of violence and drugs that deters our youth from wanting to take jobs at their
local pools, libraries, and recreation centers, then I believe that we will see these safe
spaces come back to life for the benefit of the larger community. Further, I will complete
the work of the Rebuild initiative and use my experience as National President of the
Democratic Municipal Officials and Executive Committee Member of the National
Leagues of Cities to seek additional funding from the federal Bipartisan Infrastructure
law for increased capital spending and investments.

How will you, as Mayor, make sure every child has access to high-quality, early
learning opportunities?

As Mayor, I am committed to protecting the Soda Tax, which is intended to fund
universal Pre-K in Philadelphia. However, I would look to identify different or additional
funding streams to put towards our early learning opportunities; while the Soda Tax
does provides funding for this important initiative, we can not just rely on this funding
stream for such an important investment for our City’s future.. I also believe early
learning opportunities are too important to balance on a consumer tax. We must revisit
our appropriations and budget and build a more reliable revenue stream for education
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into our plan.

How will you, as Mayor, make sure every teenager has a meaningful summer job
and a job on graduation?

We need to do a better job of connecting our youth with opportunities that open their
minds and connect them to potential careers. This will happen by working with the
School District to establish partnerships with our local cultural organizations, small
businesses, and Unions who can open the door to internships, apprenticeships, and
other programs that can lead to short-term employment and eventually a job that
provides a family-sustaining wage. Accordingly, my public safety plan calls for the
Philadelphia Youth Network to provide 15,000 summer jobs.

How will you, as Mayor, make sure youth who make mistakes have restorative
options?

Establishing restorative options for our youth is something that can only happen with
leadership from the Mayor’s Office. I would look to bring private organizations and
Unions together and get them more involved in the hiring of individuals coming out of
the criminal justice system so we can put an end to the cycle of crime too many of our
youths get caught up in. Additionally, my Administration will substantially increase
funding for The Guild program of Mural Arts Philadelphia and significantly expand “The
Choice Is Yours” program.

How will you, as Mayor, make sure Philadelphia contributes to solving the climate
crisis to ensure a thriving future for our kids?

As the next Mayor of Philadelphia, I will take aggressive climate action to protect the
future of our City, our planet, and the lives of young and future Philadelphians. That
means preparing our frontline, vulnerable populations from the threat that climate
change already poses. As Mayor, I will increase our City’s investments in resilient
homes, communities, and buildings, including new and upgraded building codes. In this
regard, I will expand the work that I started as a member of Council by promoting my
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C-PACE legislation for commercial and multi-family properties. Further, I will also
expand my Built to Last initiative to a city-wide program. Working with the Philadelphia
Energy Authority, we created this initiative to make homes in Philadelphia more
sustainable and it was used as a model for Senator Saval’s Whole Home Repair
legislation. In comparison to the federal funding we secured for Built to Last from
Senator Casey, we will aggressively pursue federal funding and grant programs to
support our City’s recovery efforts. I will increase stormwater management to protect
Philadelphia’s existing infrastructure, which we have already seen threatened in
communities built on floodplains, like Eastwick. Finally, our City will invest in green
spaces, including parks and tree canopy, for both recreation and public safety initiatives,
and also for mitigating the impacts of climate change.

How will you, as Mayor, make sure youth has a voice in all levels of City
government?

Inclusion of young voices is about intentionality and a Mayor who has an appreciation
for a wide range of perspectives. I would use my position as Mayor to provide
unprecedented access and inclusion of our youth in the workings of our municipal
government by providing a seat at the table. I would look for the input of youth
organizations to determine where a youth’s perspective would be most valuable and
continue a dialogue that regularly challenges our traditional approach to sideline youth
from the conversations that directly impact them. Accordingly, I will expand the work and
access of the Philadelphia Youth Commission so that they will have a true voice in the
direction and leadership of our City.
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