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Children First Action Fund General 2022 Survey Results 
The Children First Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn 
more by reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following 
them on social media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in 
Pennsylvania get the early education supports they need and deserve. 
 
Name: Tim Kearney    Website: https://timkearney4pa.com/ 
Current Job: State Senator   Social Media: TimKearney4PA 
 
Campaign Contact Person: Alex Christy 
Campaign Contact Cell Phone: 484-888-6535 
Campaign Contact Email Address: tim@timforpa.com 
You are running for election in which district? SD 26 
 
Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for high-
quality pre-k education?  
A: High quality pre-k has significant benefits for students, families, and communities. Generally, 

studies show that students who attended a quality pre-k program are beneficiaries of greater 
academic success and higher wages post high school. I believe that one of our largest 
responsibilities as a state is to provide the best education we can for the 1.7 million students that 
walk the halls of our school buildings. Investing in pre-k is one piece of ensuring we are reaching 
that goal. 
 
Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and affordability 
to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Incredibly important. Childcare costs can be prohibitive for many families not only across my 

district but across Pennsylvania. Since I took office in 2019, I have always been an advocate for 
investing in the staff and facilities that provide this vital resource to our communities, and will 
continue to do so over the coming years. 
 
Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those of 
other educators with similar qualifications and experience? 
A: We certainly need to pay child care workers more. From talking with people in my district, I 

know there can be significant staff turnover largely due to wages. Staff can often find work 
elsewhere that pays them more despite their unique passion and qualifications to work in 
childcare. It is important that we find ways to enable staff to continue working in these positions, 
so they do not have to leave for financial reasons.  
 
Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who can 
benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes, this is something I would support and have supported in the last two sessions.  
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage?  
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A: Paid family leave is a great place to start. So often, people need to deal with sick children or 

parents. Investing in workers help businesses retain workers. Requiring a livable wage is 
important so that folks do not have to work multiple jobs to make ends meet. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are struggling 
with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: I believe that supporting and expanding paid family leave and investing in public pre-k 

programs are steps we can take now to help families that are faced with all the decisions that 
come with childcare and the associated costs.  
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to increase 
access to families that need them?  
A: I have been working closely with stakeholders and legislators in Southeast Pennsylvania to 

find solutions to this problem. We are all deeply aware that there is a lack of access to mental 
health resources for everyone, specifically students under the age of 18. I will continue to work 
with Delaware County and my colleagues in the General Assembly to find and implement real 
solutions. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? Why/why 
not?  
A: Yes, it would help parents pay for childcare. ALICE families would benefit greatly from a 

program that would help afford basic needs like childcare.  
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet?  
A: This issue impacts communities all across Pennsylvania. As a past minority chair of the 

Pennsylvania Senate Communications and Technology Committee, this is an issue that was at 
the forefront of our work. We must continue to invest in urban and rural  broadband and work with 
provider companies to find sensible ways to bridge the gaps. 
 


