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Children First Action Fund General 2022 Survey Results 
The Children First Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn 
more by reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following 
them on social media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in 
Pennsylvania get the early education supports they need and deserve. 
 
Name: Mandy Steele   Website: www.steeleforpa.com 
Current Job: Nonprofit Management Social Media: SteeleforPA 
 
Campaign Contact Person: Emily Marburger 
Campaign Contact Cell Phone: 724-766-0875 
Campaign Contact Email Address: steeleforpa@gmail.com 
You are running for election in which district? House District 33 
 
Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for high-
quality pre-k education?  
A: I am a strong proponent of funding pre-k. Decades of research have shown one clear message 

- children who attend preschool are better prepared for elementary school than kids who do not. 
And kids coming from underprivileged families benefit even more so than the median household. 
Of course, not all pre-k is created equal and more funding doesn’t always correlate with greater 
success. We must continue to rely on data and research to produce the most effective outcome 
for our children. 
 
Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and affordability 
to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Extremely important! In the age of covid and a decimating couple years for the industry, it is 

more important than ever to fully fund child care. Working families cannot afford reliable and 
quality child care. And we know children who are placed in pre-k have better outcomes. Learning 
numbers and letters and the social and emotional development of being around other kids both 
combine to benefit their readiness for school.  
 
Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those of 
other educators with similar qualifications and experience? 
A: Absolutely. Child care workers and preschool teachers should be a part of the larger 

“educators” bucket and their compensation should be based on qualifications and experience 
within that category. 
 
Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who can 
benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes. Based on my research and talking to families, these programs work and are good for the 

entire community. 
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage?  
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A: Child care was one of the hardest hit industries during covid. And employees across industr ies 

are leaving their jobs to take care of their children and not have to pay for childcare. It results in a 
vicious cycle with no silver bullet. Offer better compensation and benefits packages, recruit 
employees in new and creative ways, be more flexible with employees schedules are a few 
options. But again, if there was an easy solution to this question, we wouldn’t have the shortage 
currently have. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are struggling 
with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: Cost of living is going up everywhere, and Pennsylvania is no exception. Child care is among 

the highest monthly cost for a family - sometimes higher than rent! Access to more facilities that 
are closer to home, providing transportation subsidies (pausing the gas tax), longer parental 
leave policies, and free/reduced meal plans are just a couple ways to help. Of course there is 
much more at the federal level Congress and the Fed can do to try to keep inflation under control. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to increase 
access to families that need them?  
A: We have seen the same uptick need more of everything - social workers, therapists, rehab 

facilities, family support systems. As I’ve said in a previous question, funding definitely helps but 
is not going to solve all our issues. We need smart, strategic funding that is consistently being 
evaluated and improved. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? Why/why 
not?  
A: Yes. In short, income inequality is one of the bigger issues we face in this country and in PA. 

The EITC will help to shrink that gap and help hundreds of thousands of families make ends 
meet. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet?  
A: The pandemic forcing people to work and learn from home highlighted the very real issue of 

little to no access to affordable and reliable internet we have in many parts of this country. The 
infrastructure bill passed this year in Congress earmarked funding for broadband, but we can still 
do more. The minimum threshold of speed to receive federal funding to build networks is 
outdated and insufficient. Public-private partnerships are crucial on this policy, with the FCC 
working with telephone and internet providers to incentivize building in less-profitable areas. 
 


