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Children First Action Fund General 2022 Survey Results 
The Children First Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn 
more by reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following 
them on social media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in 
Pennsylvania get the early education supports they need and deserve. 
 
Name: Christina Sappey   Website: https://www.christinasappeypa158.com/ 
Current Job:State House Representative Social Media: ChristinaSappey, ChristinaSappeyPA158 
 
Campaign Contact Person: Emily Dalgleish 
Campaign Contact Cell Phone: 3039901265 
Campaign Contact Email Address: emilycdalg@gmail.com 
You are running for election in which district? House District 158 
 
Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for high-
quality pre-k education?  
A: State funding for high quality pre-k education can allow equal access for all families. Pre-k 

education can change the trajectory of children’s lives for the better and is an essential 
investment 
 
Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and affordability 
to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Ensuring safe, quality child care is essential to restoring our full workforce. The COVID-19 

pandemic continues to have a devastating impact on the child care industry. Many families 
struggle to find open spots in child care facilities because providers have been forced to cut back 
due to caregivers leaving the profession. This investment will help stabilize the childcare industry 
and will have a positive economic impact. This helps get women back into the workplace, helps 
employers fill jobs and ultimately improves the local economy. 
 
Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those of 
other educators with similar qualifications and experience? 
A: Yes. The professionals who help raise and teach our children should be compensated fairly 

and with respect to their qualifications and experience. 
 
Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who can 
benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes 
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage?  
A: To combat workforce shortages, especially in the education and health care fields, we must 

create incentives for our young people to live and work in PA. To help retain these workers, I 
voted for Act 2 of 2022 which invests $15 million in American Rescue Plan funds for the PA 
Higher Education Assistance Authority (PHEAA) nurse loan forgiveness program. I have also 
signed on to HB 2384 and HB 2091, which would provide partial student loan forgiveness for 
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mental health, intellectual disability, social work and drug and alcohol treatment professionals 
working in Pennsylvania. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are struggling 
with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: I believe that direct subsidies to child care providers could help alleviate high operating costs 

embedded in the industry and am proud to have supported a $25 million increase in direct child 
care subsidies for low-income families in this most recent budget. Child care facilities can use the 
funds for proper pay, workforce recruitment and training, leading to more supply for working 
families. The budget also created a new child care tax credit for working families, providing tax 
relief to parents in the workforce. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to increase 
access to families that need them?  
A: The key mental health needs in my district are addressing the critical shortage of mental health 

professionals, embedding crisis counselors in schools, opening an in-county inpatient mental 
health care center(s), and creating family partnerships for continuation of care in the community. I 
will continue to work with stakeholders in the district to address these needs, and push for state 
funding for mental health initiatives, as I did this past budget.  
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? Why/why 
not?  
A: Yes. I have supported a childcare tax credit in this year’s budget and I would support an EITC 

for eligible families . 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet?  
A: I have co-sponsored HB2786 which would expand broadband access in underserved areas 

and create a grant program for that purpose. I have voted to expand broadband in PA and will 
continue to advocate for funding for broadband internet. 
 


