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Children First Action Fund General 2022 Survey Results 
The Children First Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn 
more by reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following 
them on social media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in 
Pennsylvania get the early education supports they need and deserve. 
 
Name: Alison Duncan      Website: www.duncanforpa.com 

Current Job: Owner & Creative Director, Duncan Design Social Media: @duncanforpa 

 
Campaign Contact Person: Lissa Geiger Shulman 
Campaign Contact Cell Phone: (717) 802-1881 
Campaign Contact Email Address: alison@duncanforpa.com 
You are running for election in which district? House District 28 
 
Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for high-
quality pre-k education?  
A: There are no drawbacks. Our children are the future, and we must prepare them as best we 

can. That includes not only FULLY funding public education, but also pre-K programs so that ALL 
children have access to these resources that will ensure they are prepared and successful — 
both socially and academically — in K-12 and beyond. 
 
Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and affordability 
to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Access to affordable child care is essential for working parents -- especially to single parents. 

My own mother was raising me as a single parent with a clerical job, and she had no choice but 
to rely on child care. It was very expensive and caused her much stress and anxiety. So I fully 
understand the need for public funding to increase accessibility for those who most need 
assistance. As with pre-K programs, children need and deserve child care that sparks and 
supports an interest in learning and builds social skills. 
 
Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those of 
other educators with similar qualifications and experience? 
A: The people caring for and teaching our children should be well-compensated in order to ensure 

that the best people for the job can and want to continue doing it. Our children are worth it.  
 
Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who can 
benefit from home visiting?  
A: Absolutely. Our children are worth the cost and effort. We must protect and provide for them as 

much as possible. 
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage?  
A: Businesses can't stay open and profit when they don't have enough people to run the 

business. to help them, it is necessary to focus on providing incentives that will entice people to 
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enter or re-enter the workforce. There is a very simple solution that is long overdue. Pennsylvania 
needs to increase the state minimum wage to at least $15/hour. This would bring more people to  
the workforce AND would help families that struggle to put food on the table and pay bills. Paid 
family leave would also help increase the workforce. The increased revenue from higher sales 
and expanded store/restaurant hours would pay for itself. Perhaps the state could offer 
businesses that provide paid family leave a tax benefit.  
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are struggling 
with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: Free or low-cost public pre-K programs. Free or low-cost before-school and after-school 

programs at public schools. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to increase 
access to families that need them?  
A: I have heard from parents across my district that they are very concerned about their children's 

mental health, as well as the basic learning that was missed during pandemic closures. I would 
like to see increased support personnel (mental health and educational support) in our schools, to 
make it easy for students -- and their parents -- to talk to a trained mental health professional on 
a regular basis. Older students should be made aware of support staff and their office locations 
and should have easy access. Efforts need to be made to reduce the stigma of visiting with a 
tutor or counselor. Schools and communities could be encouraged to offer: - Peer support groups 
for students (and/or parents) to discuss their concerns, reducing the feeling of going through this  
alone. - Assemblies or webinars with tips on dealing with stress/anxiety and resources to get help 
(or, for parents, tips on how to support their children) - Regular reminders of mental health and 
other support resources 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? Why/why 
not?  
A: Absolutely. Families are suffering and need help. Even a small percentage could help a family 

feed their child(ren). Even in my relatively well-off district, there are children that don't have 
enough to eat. A state EITC could be the difference for them.  
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet?  
A: Families and students without reliable broadband access are at a MAJOR disadvantage — in 

school, work, and life in general. I would definitely support legislation to increase broadband 
access. This is a basic necessity for equity. 
 


