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Children First Action Fund General 2022 Survey Results 

The Children First Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 
 
Name: Ann Marie Mitchell   Website: https://voteannmariemitchell.com/ 
Current Job: business person and attorney Social Media: AnneMarieforPA; AnnMarieforSenate 
 
Campaign Contact Person: Ann Marie Mitchell     

Campaign Contact Cell Phone: 215-606-7964    
Campaign Contact Email Address: info@voteannmariemitchell.com 
You are running for election in which district? Senate District 6 
 
Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: Universal high-quality early learning education is important for all children. All of PA benefits when 

pre-school children are better ready to learn in 1st grade, having had an equal learning experience 
regardless of zip code and family circumstances. High quality early learning has long lasting effects 
on an individual’s cognitive, emotional, and social development. My parents invested in early learning 
for me and my brother, and my husband and I invested in early learning education for both our 
children. We saw first hand the benefits our children received from their pre-school education and 
from a full day kindergarten program. But we also saw that children who did not have that opportunity 
were at a disadvantage at the start of school, something which took from the classroom experience 
for all the children. As full time working parents, like many in our District, my husband and I 
appreciated that early childcare education also provided high quality extra childcare time. But the 
ability of parents to afford early education should not be the threshold test for whether children get 
the head start they need to be successful in life - not if we want to create good learning patterns early 
and not waste valuable opportunities for young minds. Public education should be funded to make 
quality early learning available to all children and to take advantage of the opportunity to identify 
barriers to learning and special needs and learning supports early, when there is the best chance to 
address them. Studies show that investment in early education more than repays itself in later 
classroom performance and as a result a stronger more prepared workforce for our future.  
 
Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: The short answer: VERY. Working families in our district - especially for the middle class and rising 

middle class working families, single parent and grandparent headed households - experienced 
incredible financial and family stress when childcare was not available during the pandemic. And 
many families still haven't recovered. Where the high cost of quality child care and early childhood 
education takes a large share of a parent’s net earning or a senior’s savings, a parent or other 
caregiver may be forced to “give up” their job or career until their youngest child is of 1st grade school 
age, or because of the short school day and lack of affordable summer programs and/or safe quality 
after/before school care, even longer. Preventing people, especially working mothers, from being able 
to return to full time employment or to their prior careers has a real impact on the economy and 
increases labor shortages impacting PA business. The impact is generally felt more by working 
mothers who are more often the lower wage earner in the family - a wage gap that only increases due 
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to work disruption for child rearing and thus a salary gap that neither she nor her family can make up. 
The ability for higher wage earning families to afford high quality child care, permitting both parents to 
remain in the workforce advancing their careers, also leads to greater income inequality. 
 
Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Yes where they have similar qualifications and experience. Teachers and childcare workers should 

be paid based on their work and qualifications, not based on the age of the child (some might argue 
that those responsible for young children/babies are in positions of greater trust which merits more 
pay). Pre-school aged children are our most vulnerable population and have great untapped potential. 
Developing a love of learning, early learning habits, a cultivation of curiosity, even an understanding of 
basic math, language and science all have demonstrable positive impacts on students later in their 
school careers. By paying teachers, care workers and staff fair and appropriate wages for their work, 
we attract quality staff and build a strong educational program setting the tone for the pre -k grads to 
head into kindergarten and elementary ed well prepared to learn at a developmentally appropriate and 
at a more even level, making the next level of public education more productive for everyone in the 
classroom. 
 
Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: We need more money allocated to fund home visit programs. Home visitation permits parents to 

receive personal support, and is a gateway to accessing more services, while providing education on a  
variety of child-rearing, healthcare, family service and related topics that can help strengthen not just 
the family, but by extension communities. By improving support for young parents and parents of 
modest means and those families struggling through a difficult time of job loss, addiction, poverty, 
relationship issues, or another crisis, the entire family is lifted. This also is an opportunity to break a 
cycle of multi-generational poverty, and to ensure that as young children enter the public schools, they 
will be in a better position to learn, remain in school and have good attendance because their parents 
have the support that they need. 
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: Businesses are struggling to find the workers that they need, but many families are unable to find 

or afford the kind of dependable and quality child care necessary for both or single parents to head to 
work, or that accommodate irregular work schedules. Expanded early learning/pre-k programs, full day 
public kindergarten, safe high quality after school and summer programs may offer some families the 
breathing room that they need to get more people back into the workforce. Tax credits for investment 
in local public early education and early childcare for high need communities may be another option to 
explore. 

 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: Expanded public investment in early learning/pre-k programs, full day public kindergarten may help 
keep costs in check. Pennsylvania is due for increased state investment in education, and by 
extension to subsidized child care for infants and toddlers. Affordable quality child care is a 
significant barrier to working families, and to the ability of women in particular being able to 
successfully provide for their children and themselves. Funding is required to make any campaign 
successful. Ultimately we need to fight for revenue for this goal - so we can make this necessary 
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service a reality available to those who need it most. Access to a low cost healthcare option, raising 
the minimum wage and paid family leave are all important issues for struggling families.  
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: Enough emphasis cannot be placed on the need for increased access to well qualified school 
counselors and supplementary access to qualified mental health support ( trained to work with 
children). Across PA students are in need of support, whether due to the opioid and drug crises, 
mental health concerns (including effects of isolation, bullying, domestic and/or gun violence) or the 
other numerous stresses upon students - the need has only increased with the increase in isolation 
and frustration felt across the Commonwealth due to the COVID-19 pandemic with its ensuing 
economic pressures. Well trained and properly certified school counselors would be of great value to 
teachers, administration and students and their families, as would access to ongoing mental health 
support for those who need it at an affordable cost and accessible to the students and families that 
need it. I strongly believe that public schools should be staffed with certified school counselor and 
nurses. Additionally, providing greater access to social services in public schools would directly 
improve students’ performance by reducing some of the pressures on the student and their family. For 
the same reasons that school counselors are needed, helping student connect with social services 
helps students where there are issues in the home or where family, guardian or caregiver may not 
have good access or the tools to obtain the same. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: We should explore all options to makes sure Pennsylvanians are on equal footing and to support 

working families. A state level EITC program would require education and support to ensure that the 
people who would benefit from the program apply and are the ones receiving it. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: Without a doubt access to affordable and reliable broadband internet is a necessity. Making 

internet readily available in rural and urban areas is a priority. Remote learning during 2020 and 2021 
underscored the disparity in learning quality and access across PA's communities. Passing legislation 
to close the digital divide, and funding grants and utilizing federal funds available to our 
Commonwealth are the most obvious steps. However, like other infrastructure in PA, we need to make 
significant investments in upgrading systems statewide to ensure that there is sufficient service for 
all PA's uses, educational, community, consumer and business. 
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