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Children First Action Fund General 2022 Survey Results 

The Children First Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 
 
Name: Lindsey Williams    Website: lindseyforpa.com 
Current Job: State Senator, District 38  Social Media: LindseyforPA 
 
Campaign Contact Person: Viola Garis    
Campaign Contact Cell Phone: 267-670-1768    
Campaign Contact Email Address: lindseywilliams@lindseyforpa.com 
You are running for election in which district? Senate District 38 
 
Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: I frequently talk about the crisis in affordable, high quality early childhood education. It is what 
starts children off for future success and any additional state investment here pays off multiple times 
over in the future. There are innumerable benefits to allocating additional state funds for high -quality 
pre-k education and making it available to all families and I have consistently supported making those 
investments. 
 
Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Increased public resources are critical to expanding access and affordability of high-quality child 

care to working families. I frequently hear from families about the struggle to find and afford child 
care. Those families are forced to make tough decisions about forgoing job opportunities or their own 
education as a result of their inability to find affordable childcare. The lack of child care access 
impacts the economic future of our entire region and commonwealth.  
 
Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Absolutely. I often emphasize that we have to raise the salaries of early childhood workers at the 

same time that we increase the number of early childhood seats available. If we can’t keep well -
qualified staff employed, the system can and will break down. I proposed spending federal covid relief 
dollars on early childhood education, specifically to address the incredibly low wages many of these 
skilled professionals earn. 
 
Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes, I have and will continue to support the expansion of investment in home visiting.  
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
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A: One of the policies that I champion to solve this issue is investment in higher education including 
community colleges, our state system and our state-related universities. Pennsylvania is one of the 
worst in the county in terms of state investment and that results in some of the highest student debt 
burdens. If people cannot afford to attend higher education or don’t go into high demand occupations 
because of their debt load our workforce shortage will only get worse. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: We need to ensure that wages are rising as well as costs. With a minimum wage that hasn’t been 

increased in over a decade, Pennsylvania is behind our neighboring states in ensuring that every job 
pays a living wage, a situation only made worse by increasing costs.  
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: I frequently hear from students and educators about the need for more mental health support in 

schools. At my recent Senate Democratic Policy Hearing on school staffing shortages, I heard 
testimony that school staff regularly juggle multiple jobs to pay down their debt – or too often, end up 
leaving the profession. I also heard about the desperate need for more school-based mental health 
professionals – something students regularly share with me as a top priority for them as well. I have 
proposed two bills to help. One bill creates a Student Loan Forgiveness Program that incentives 
individuals to pursue careers as certified school nurses, counselors, social workers, and psychologists 
in the Commonwealth. The other bill would enable districts to pay prospective school counselors, 
social workers, psychologists, and nurses a stipend during their internships. This will lower the barrier 
to becoming a school-based mental health professional and increase the number of caring adults in 
schools to support students now. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes, the federal EITC has been effective at helping ease the burden for working families and a 

properly and similarly structured program in Pennsylvania should also help our working families.  
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: I will also continue to be a vocal advocate for increased investment in career and technical 

education as a key piece of making sure that we have the highly trained workforce available to build 
out a more equitable broadband infrastructure system. 
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