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Children First Action Fund General 2022 Survey Results 

The Children First Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 
 
Name: Jill Dennin     Website: Jillfor24.com 
Current Job: Retired     Social Media: JillforPA/facebook.com 
 
Campaign Contact Person: Sarah Calvin    
Campaign Contact Cell Phone: 781-608-9145    
Campaign Contact Email Address: JillforPa@gmail.com 
You are running for election in which district? Senate 24 
 
Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: The data supporting the long term benefits of high quality Pre-k is not and has not been in dispute 

for a long time. As a former school board member I fought to bring Pre-K counts to our school district. 
I am proud to say we now have a very successful program but it needs to be expanded and obviously 
that takes more dollars from the State. I do not see any drawbacks with allocating additional state 
funds. However, school district like mine were hesitant to pay staff to write the grants and administer 
the program. In the end the benefits far outweighed the costs and we started the program.  
 
Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: This must be a priority in a post pandemic world. Our district families have struggled to find quality 
day care and in most cases it was the mother or woman who had to sacrifice their jobs to stay home. 
This doesn't benefit our community as a whole. We must increase our public resources to expand 
access and affordability. 
 
Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Yes. As long as there are tiers based on education and experience of the workers.  
 
Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes. This is an important service. In the early 90's they were sending women home within 24 hours 
after giving birth to save money. This turned out to be a terrible policy and there were more return 
visits to the hospital for both mother and baby. Maternal and infant support services will benefit our 
communities in the long run. 
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
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A: I would explore a tax break for businesses that provide on site high quality child care. I would 
encourage businesses to allow more employees to work from home allowing more flexible day care 
options to working families. In the end businesses need to pay a living wage so workers can afford 
child care. As mentioned above is becomes a vicious cycle but not one that can't be solved with 
legislators willing to support innovative policies that can have bipartisan support.  
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: I would expand the income levels and ceilings to qualify for subsidized day care. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: Again as a school board director during the pandemic, I witnessed the mental health care crisis in 

our schools. We need more funding for mental health counselors, social emotional counselors and 
support systems. One of the first things I would do if elected is vote to release the pandemic funds to 
use them for the purpose they were given- educational supports, NOT sit on them for a rainy day. It is 
already pouring! 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes. As stated above the studies and the data back up the benefits to working families. 

 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: I would make sure that this is a line item in any infrastructure appropriation. We must invest is high 

speed and broad band. Again, pandemic money is sitting there for this purpose.  
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