
 

990 Spring Garden Street, Suite 200   215-563-5848 
     Philadelphia, PA 19123    kylem@childrenfirstpa.org 
 

 

Children First Action Fund General 2022 Survey Results 

The Children First Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 
 
Name: Kionna West     Website: https://www.kionnawest.com/ 
Current Job: Project Manager    Social Media: @kionnawestpa 
 
Campaign Contact Person: Sheila Armstrong     
Campaign Contact Cell Phone: 484-557-7877    
Campaign Contact Email Address: votekionna@gmail.com 
You are running for election in which district? HD 200 
 
Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: I believe that quality education for our youth is crucial. Children need access to quality education 
for healthy brain function, communication capability and to form healthy relationships. Most adults 
can attribute success or failure to their childhood. I think in childhood is where we have the 
opportunity to make a difference. We can identify and offer solutions for mental health, learning 
techniques and overall healthy functioning. 
 
Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: As a mother I know firsthand how expensive childcare can cost especially in one income 

households. It is crucial that families are able to get assistance no matter their class or wealth 
bracket. Children need to be taken care of, not left behind. Mothers, parents need our support. I 
believe an increase in funding will do so. 
 
Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: If we take care of our teachers and child care workers than they will take care of our children. It is 

important that they are receiving a livable wage as they are inadvertently taking part in raising our 
youth. Average childcare durations are similar to a work shift with a worker caring for multiple 
children past an 8 hour shift. The correlation is direct. A better wage for childcare workers equals 
quality care for our children. Every parent wants their children to have the best. But I do understand 
that not every parent can afford that level of pay and will need help from our government to 
circumvent. 
 
Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: No. Not at this time. There is multiple lawsuits taking place with CPS and other child protective 

services where these services harmed families vs the opposite especially in minority run households.  
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Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: For business owners still feeling the damage that the pandemic cost them, they should be able to 

receive relief similar to what larger corporations have received alike. Offering a relief in tax burdens 
and offering a relief fund for small business and those who haven’t recovered financially from the 
damages of COVID. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: Extended and expanding the child tax credit. Giving parents more money in their pocket to offset 

the cost of childcare and offering them a nest egg to care for the children in their household who need 
additional assistance and resources. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: When I was younger schools always staffed a school nurse in both the private and public education 

setting. I believe children deserve to speak to someone in a safe setting about how are they feeling 
without being impressioned or groomed just heard. I’m also a  strong believer of your environment 
playing a great role in your mental health. Our community needs more greenery, safe havens for 
children to learn, grow and play. Our current environment is birthing criminals as Philadelphia is 
deemed one of the top unsafe city and murder rates are sky rocketing. Especially during and after 
COVID. Poor mental health is crime first stop and we need to understand that if an individual wants to 
hurt another individual it is safe to say that they have been hurt or need support in their mental health. 
Making our streets safer and our communities happier. Happy individuals lead better lives it’s been a 
while since I heard the importance of happiness. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: I would support the EITC. Parents stimulate and develop the economy and by supporting them that 

would support our state. I also agree and believe that this would have a greater affect in the reduction 
of child poverty and alleviates other government branches as the support goes right to the parent for 
the parent to deem how best to use their funds for their family.  
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: There are already an array of affordable or free internet programs offered. I would continue to 

support those programs in addition to examining and expanding where needed.  
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