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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Tara Zrinski 
Current Job: Adjunct professor/solar energy consultant/County Commissioner 

Website: www.vote4zrinski.org 
Social Media: TaraMZrinski 

Campaign Contact Person: Tara Zrinski  
Campaign Contact Email Address: teamtara@vote4zrinski.org 
You are running for election in which district? Senate District 14 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds 
for high-quality pre-k education? 

A: I can only think additional funds would help increase the quality of Pre-K education. I know, as a 

mother, how important quality Pre-K is to the development and care of one's child, not to mention the 

security a parent feels when they return the workforce and can trust that their child will receive a high 

quality education that will set the stage for the academic success in reading, math and development. 

Also, the quality of care is necessary to help identify and assist any potential developmental delays 

that require services. Having these services on premise is an asset to parents and educators by 

providing for the continuity and stability of their learning environment. 

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Public resources to expand access and affordability to high-quality care for working families is 

pinnacle to me. I think parents need to know that the people and facility that they are entrusting their 
child(ren) to needs to be offering workers fair compensation, benefits and proper training that is not 
only competitive but sustaining. It makes not sense that childcare workers should be paid less than K -
12 teachers. It's like saying that the job doesn't deserve the same compensation, or that the children 
prior to K are less valuable. That is not a message we should endorse. Likewise, when we don't 
compensate childcare workers, we are saying they are less valuable and what they do is less valuable 
than what K-12 teachers do, which does not attract quality caregivers who are invested in our children , 
in retention as an employee or in increasing their skills through continuing education. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Absolutely 

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
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A: Absolutely. I see the value in home visitation. 
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: Absolutely. I realize how important it is to businesses for their employees to have access to quality  

and affordable childcare creates a stronger and more reliable workforce.  
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: I would consider subsidizing childcare workers wages and/or offering child cost vouchers to help 

subsidize childcare costs for families using childcare. I would also explore offering tax incentives for 
those opening childcare facilities to help bolster the sustainability and proliferation of the field. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: I see a great need for expanded mental health support for children, care-givers and teachers alike in 

our post-COVID world. Schools need additional support staff. In our school districts, there are 
sometimes on one psychologist who travels between several schools and his/her ability to offer 
consistent support is absent. I think we need teams at every school, especially with the amount of 
trauma and inconsistency children have received. Also, support needs to expand to staff and 
teachers. Although they may have benefits, they do not always have the opportunity to use their 
benefits to access mental health treatment. It would be helpful if they could access Employee 
Assistance Programs on premise or nearby so they could access care and treatment within, before or 
after their school day. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: I would support an EITC because it helps working families. As mentioned above, it "increases 

workforce participation and work hours, reduce child poverty, reduce the number of  low birthweight 
births, reduce child maltreatment and foster care entry, boost educational attainment, increase access 
to health insurance coverage among children, reduce violent crime and help prevent adult suicides." 
This is a win for working families. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: Broadband is an important asset to proliferate and I think we need to connect rural areas with 

additional service. When companies try to expand broadband rural communities, they have to make 
huge capital expenditures in technology and infrastructure. There needs to be cost sharing and 
encouraging Congress to fund the expansion of fiber optic cables or legislate that the utility 
companies need to share the cost burden of pole expansion with Broadband companies so that here 
can be a massive role out of broadband expansion to rural areas. 
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