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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Nerissa Galt  Website: www.galtfor6th.com 
Current Job: Quality Engineer Social Media: Galtfor6th 

Campaign Contact Person: Vera Campbell   

Campaign Contact Email Address: nerissatiffany@gmail.com 

You are running for election in which district? HD-6 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: An early start to learning is crucial to a child's development and income should not be a barrier to 

educational access. Many families, though they don't fall into the income guidelines for free early 
childhood education , still can't afford early education programs. Additional funding allows these 
families the chance to give their children the early start they need. 

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: It is absolutely vital to increase public resources for access to high-quality childcare. As a working 

mom, finding adequate childcare has often been a source of stress, let alone having access to high-
quality childcare. The pitiful wages that childcare workers are expected to work for limit the likelihood 
of attracting highly-skilled candidates for these jobs. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Definitely. Often these teachers and childcare workers have even more responsibilities such as 

feeding, potty training, etc. 

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes. 

Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: Provide incentives to employers for on-the-job training programs and cancellation of student debt 

through different sectors of industry. 

Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
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A: 100% cancellation of student debt would improve economic outcomes for many Pennsylvanians. 
Increasing the minimum wage would also support these families. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: An certified mental health professional should be employed by every school in the district. All 

students should be assessed on no less than an annual basis for risk factors for mental health issues 
and provide those students with free counseling sessions through the licensed school counselor. 
Parents should also have a right to request mental health services through the school regardless of 
their student's assessment results. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes, absolutely. The possible benefits are clear. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: I would work to allow all technologies that can deliver access to broadband to compete for federal 

funding, not only cable companies. Also, funding should be dedicated to building the infrastructure to 
expand broadband to underserved communities. 
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