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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results 
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Rochelle Culbreath Website: https://www.voterochelle4pa.com/ 
Current Job: SEPTA Manager of Legislative Affairs (State) Social Media: RochelleforPA 

Campaign Contact Person: Anne Martin-Montgomery 
Campaign Contact Email Address: rochelleforPA@gmail.com 
You are running for election in which district? House District 54 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: Working parents need full day kindergarten, expansion of quality Pre-K programs like Headstart, 

Pre-K counts and Keystone stars and shift worker daycare. Early education is pro family, pro worker 
and pro business. I support full day kindergarten, expansion of quality Pre-K programs like Headstart, 
Pre-K counts and Keystone stars and shift worker daycare to support working families. 

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Extremely important. This is central to making family sustaining employment viable for working 
parents in my district. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Absolutely. In the 54th district, many of my working parents are child care workers and the wages 

paid do not represent living wages. 

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes. Families in the 54th district need expanded constituent services, help as new parents, and help 

with children who have special needs. Families in Norristown in particular face generational poverty 
and issues with children attending school. Children enter work early to become breadwinners in their 
families. Direct assistance to young parents will pay comprehensive dividends to create sustainable 
working families with successful supportive parents. 

Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: I currently work at SEPTA where I hold a job fair every week to address the current worker shortage. 

I also work with local schools to create feeder programs into the existing job vacancies. I will replicate 
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these models to assist local employers as the next State Rep. My goal as a new State Rep is to bring 
these much needed services to my constituents to create employable people, strong families, and 
grow prosperity by increasing families who are employed with living wages and disposable incomes. I 
have a legislative roadmap to fully fund and equip high school and adult career technical education to 
put skilled workers into local high paying jobs. Our local career technical educat ion needs dedicated 
funding, private/public partnerships with leading employers to fund the technology upgrades to 
ensure students have access to the equipment they need, and a change to the way teachers are 
certified in regionally based schools so technical instructors have a clear and shortened pathway to 
certification. Career technical students who qualify for free school lunch should have their tools 
provided for at no cost to their families. All our students deserve access to the resources to make 
them successful. Central to my roadmap are funded mandates for career technical education that 
empower local school boards with the supports they need rather than the current system. I will bring 
development dollars back to our district to fix roads, build and maintain parks, support local 
manufacturing and small business growth. Working parents need full day kindergarten, expansion of 
quality Pre-K programs like Headstart, Pre-K counts and Keystone stars and shift worker daycare. 
Early education is pro family, pro worker and pro business. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: The program that accomplishes this is Child Care Information Services of Montgomery County 

(CCIS). If you qualify for TANIF you can qualify for CCIS. I would support expansion of TANIF program 
and CCIS which provides subsidized child care. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: We have a shortage of treatment beds for opioid and mental health care in-patient treatment. Our 

county has closed critical mental health care facilities that will negatively impact the population in our 
district. I support investment in new facilities, counselors, and walk-in access for those with a 
medical, mental health, or addiction treatment needs. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes. The 54th District is 1/3 Hispanic and 1/3 African American. This proposal would be life 

changing for 2/3 of my district, lead to substantial decreases in generational poverty and improve 
outcomes for families. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: I would collaborate with COMCAST to expand the Internet Essentials to bring affordable high speed 

services to our community. The main issue in my district is that low income families are not aware of 
programs that would benefit their children. Equal access to broadband is not enough. Many families 
lack sufficient access to computers, laptops and tablets to serve all the children in the household. 
Elderly residents lack accessible devices that allow them to stay connected as vision and hearing 
decline. 
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