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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: La'Tasha D. Mayes Website: https://www.latashaforpa.com 
Current Job: Outgoing President & CEO, New Voices for Reproductive Justice  
Social Media: Latashaforpa 

Campaign Contact Person: Sharmaine Gamble  
Campaign Contact Email Address: duxfemfac@gmail.com 
You are running for election in which district? House District 24 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds 
for high-quality pre-k education? 
A: Our Commonwealth currently has a budget surplus and those dollars should be extracted to 

allocate additional funds to high-quality pre-k education to provide the greatest educational 
opportunity to our youngest Pennsylvanians. 

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Increased public resources for accessible and affordable high-quality child care are critically 

important for working families especially when 79% of households in my district have one or more 
children and nearly half are working women. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Yes - we must ensure a professional workforce to serve in our childcare and pre-school sectors and 

increasing wages will drive sustainability and stability for childcare workers and preschool teachers. 
When we ensure good wages for educators at all levels, it improves education outcomes for our 
children in Pennsylvania at all levels. 

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes - I would support expansion of state investment dollars in evidence-based home visiting 

programs to serve the overwhelming 98% of all children under 6 and the 94% of low-income children 
under age 6. 

Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
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A: I would champion a minimum wage increase to $15 an hour, paid sick days, pregnancy 
accommodations in the workplace, paid parental leave and equal pay for family sustaining wages not 
poverty wages. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: We have to consider every possible resource and policy change to support struggling families to 

keep costs low from rent control, reduced cost for transportation such as bus passes, and provide 

greater access to SNAP benefits for food stamps and food subsidies that provide access to organic 

produce more widely. 

 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: I am concerned about access to mental health supports for new mamas and birthing fold because 
perinatal depression is real and a component of advancing Black maternal health specifically. I would 
also work to increase access to mental health supports for LGBTQ+ youth who are facing death by 
suicide, bullying and violence at home, in school and community. It is also important for caregivers to 
have access to mental health supports. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes - I would support the creation of a refundable State EITC given the scale of impact, the benefit 

to families and children, the redress it provides for economic injustice to Black and Brown families 
and the direct income tax relief it would provide to 25% of Pennsylvanians. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: I think this is an opportunity for public-private partnership to increase access to traditional 

broadband providers at speeds above 25Mbps and to work with and incentive tech industry leader to 

implement technologies in rural and urban communities to provide expanded, free and high-speed 

access to broadband. 
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