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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Pamela A. DeLissio  Website: PamFor194.com 
Current Job: State Representative Social Media: @RepDeLissio 

Campaign Contact Person: Patrick Baeringer  
Campaign Contact Email Address: Pam@ElectPam.com 
You are running for election in which district? HD194 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds 
for high-quality pre-k education? 
A: As Democratic chair of the Children & Youth Committee, I am a strong advocate of allocating 

additional funds for high quality pre-K education. I have been a member of the Early Childhood 
Education Caucus during my time in office and this is a bicameral and bipartisan group of legislators 
who are committed to high quality pre-K. We can invest in our youngest citizens now and prevent 
government dollars from being spent subsequently, and in even greater amounts if these children 
have less than a good start. 

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: As we continue to wrestle with the remains of COVID and the longer lasting effects yet to be fully 

identified, it is important that our childcare system be sound. That includes adequate slots of high 
quality childcare, the ability for providers to recruit and retain appropriate staff and the ability for 
families to afford this care. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Yes 

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes. As a member of the Children's Trust Fund board I have reviewed programs to prevent child 

abuse that are based in home visiting. When possible, it is always best to meet the 

resident/client/patient/customer where they are at to obtain the best sense of needs, opportunities 

and challenges. 

Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
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A: Possible tax credit to an employer to help pay for childcare. Assist local economic development 
groups in neighborhoods to establish high quality childcare, co-locate high quality childcare in existing 
public schools. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: see above. advocate for a continued federal child tax credit program; explore if feasible on a state 
level 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: additional mental health providers are needed; coverage of mental health services are needed; 
providers who accept payment other than private pay are needed; in patient beds for children are 
needed. Families will continue to have problems accessing resources until resources are sufficiently 
expanded. 

 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes. See citations above. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: my votes this session have supported the establishment of a broadband authority adn I am a 

member of the broadband caucus. I have long said broadband should be considered similar to utilities 
like electric, gas and water. In rural areas it is lack of access to lack of availability and in urban areas 
the barrier is often cost. Our efforts in the General Assembly this year will help these situations. 
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