
990 Spring Garden Street, Suite 200 215-563-5848
Philadelphia, PA 19123 kylem@childrenfirstpa.org

Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Will Gross Website: www.WillforPA.com 
Current Job:  Social Media: WillforPA 

Campaign Contact Person: Gina Ciralli  
Campaign Contact Email Address: will@willforpa.com 
You are running for election in which district? HD-182 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: Allocating additional funding for high quality pre-k education is critical for our children and for our 

parents wanting to re-enter working life. Our communities would thrive with fully funded pre-k across 
our communities and across our Commonwealth. 

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Massively important and we must address the issue now. Working folks cannot afford to care for 

their children and manage to work as well in far too many cases. This burden is unacceptable and the 
solution is in front of us. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: All workers must earn a living wage of at least $15/hr across the Commonwealth and yes, the 
wages of child care workers and preschool teachers should match those with similar qualifications 
and experience. 

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes I would, absolutely. 

Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: We need to bridge the gap for our small businesses and assist those that cannot yet pay a base 

wage of at least $15/hr. We can do this in part by instituting a vacancy tax on those landlords not 
making a good faith effort to rent their storefronts across our communities. Many other cities and 
states have gone this route to create revenue for the state and it works. Those businesses can then 
hire confidently knowing that the jobs they're offering pay a decent wage. 

mailto:kylem@childrenfirstpa.org


 

990 Spring Garden Street, Suite 200   215-563-5848 
     Philadelphia, PA 19123    kylem@childrenfirstpa.org 
 

 

Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: Health care ought to be recognized as a human right in the Commonwealth and across our country.  

No one ought to be sick and not have the ability to visit a doctor. We need to move toward a single 
payer health care solution and Medicare For All is one option that we can move toward. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: We must break down the stigmatism associated with mental health and ensure all have access to 

mental health experts. Recognizing health care as a human right is key as is having a method to 
deliver single payer insurance, like the Medicare For All plan does. Folks ought to know who to contact 
and where to go to seek these services and the state ought to play a significant role in distributing 
that information. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes I would, we need to address the poverty in our communities and this is one method that does 
just that. Further, we need a living wage in PA of at least $15/hr, we need health care and housing 
recognized as human rights, we need to ensure all of our children go to schools that are not only free 
of asbestos and crumbling walls but that inspire all of our children and we need to invest in those 
communities, particularly black and brown communities that have struggled the most with the effects 
of climate change. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: Broadband Internet ought to be free and the state must provide it for all across the Commonwealth. 

Not having access to the internet in 2022 is like not having access to a phone in 1982.  
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