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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Kristine C. Howard Website: www.KristineHoward.com 
Current Job: State Representative Social Media: KristineforPA 

Campaign Contact Person: Marty Marks  

Campaign Contact Email Address: kristineforrep@gmail.com 

You are running for election in which district? HD 167 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: As a former child welfare worker and advocate I have made child welfare the my top priority in the 

legislature. Allocating more funding for high-quality pre-k education is critical. significant amounts of 
research demonstrates that pre-k education gives children a solid foundation for learning. The 
benefits are clear, the drawbacks are manufactured for political purposes. 

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: The experiences during the pandemic demonstrated to us the need for high quality, affordable day 

care. We witnessed thousands of working families, literally give up their jobs because there were not 
childcare opportunities to keep them working. What many families learned in the pandemic was 
already known to low wage workers who were earning too much to receive subsidized childcare 
payments but not making enough to afford many of the childcare services available to others. We 
must make affordable childcare opportunities available to everyone. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Absolutely. Childcare centers cannot keep good employees paying substandard wages, especially 

in a marketplace where the beginning wages for many jobs are topping $15 an hour or more. 
Childcare is a lynchpin in our economy for many workers who can't go to work without it. Childcare 
workers deserve to be paid a fair wage and we must address worker shortages in childcare with 
higher pay, student loan forgiveness, specialized training opportunities and more.  

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes. As someone who visited homes doing child abuse investigations, I learned first-hand the 
benefit of meeting families where they are, understanding their unique challenges and circumstances 
and addressing issues that in many cases, kept kids out of foster care and helping families stay 
together and improve their circumstances. 
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Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: I think it is important to build a pipeline for students studying social work to positions where they 

can practice their trade in real work situations, bolstering agencies and organizations who need the 
help and facilitating career paths for social workers. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: Earlier in this survey, I have indicated the need to enhance opportunities for childcare and social 

work students. I believe money dedicated to student loan forgiveness, finding ways to increase 
work/study opportunities and increasing pay would be a wise use of government resources. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: I believe the pandemic has stressed an already overloaded mental health system. At this time, I 

believe we have to address the mental health of teens and younger students who were directly 
impacted by losing the socialization opportunities in-person learning traditionally provides. Certainly 
better serving students is not the only enhancement our mental health system needs, but I do believe 
it is a priority. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes. The Earned Income Tax credit is designed to help people on the margins of our economy. 

Enhancing that help at the state level would further serve the people most in need of help. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: I will continue to support legislation to expand access to affordable broadband internet. No student 

should have to sit in a McDonald's parking lot to do their homework. This is an issue for both urban 
and rural students, with a rainy day fund of nearly $7 billion, one would think it is an issue that should 
be able to fined bipartisan support.. 
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