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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Joe Webster Website: https://joewebsterpa.com 
Current Job: Rep for House District 150 Social Media: JoeWebsterPA 

Campaign Contact Person: Jacob Fuller 
 

Campaign Contact Email Address: friendsofjoewebster@gmail.com 
You are running for election in which district? HD 150 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: Allowing additional state funding is critical for ensuring the positive development of our future 

citizens. Children who have access to high quality pre-K are more likely to graduate, excel in school, 
and earn more compared to their peers without it. You know this, of course. Allocating additional state 
funding is an important step forward in addressing disparities in access to this form of education, and 
improving the quality of education in areas with it. 

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: I serve in a district where the median income is well-above average for Pennsylvania. And still, 20% 
of our students qualify for school meals. The need for public support and child care is enormous 
across both sectors. But also different. I also believe firmly that high-quality child care is a basic 
necessity in a modern economy. It’s foundational. Improving access to high quality child care is of the 
utmost importance in my district as well as every district in Pennsylvania. Working families often 
cannot afford high quality child care which perpetuates cycles of poverty that last throughout 
generations. It is of the utmost importance that in my district, every family regardless of income or job 
has access to critical education that demonstrably improve their children's lives. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: I would support legislation that attempts to close the gap between early childhood and primary 

school educators, and funding for early childhood care centers for the purposes of paying educators 
more. As it stands, the pay gap that exists between these two groups is unsustainable, and 
contributes to further inequities within early childhood education. The difficulty is both reimbursement 
rates and finding a way to make sure government funding gets directly to the teachers, counselors 
and families. 

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
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A: Home visitation services are useful for new or low income parents, and can allow for the proper 
planning of families’ futures that can lead to greater outcomes for both parents and children. The 
need to provide access to these critical services is important to ensuring a better future for PA. This is 
one area I understand is very complex, maybe controversial. If we normalize visits and interaction, we 
can get past, perhaps, cultural and economic barriers that might inhibit maternal healthcare, or 
acceptance of childhood services. Therefore, I support increased funding. And I will support 
legislation that improves access and funding for home visitation services, as well as funding to ensure 
that more families can gain access to these programs. 
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: I would support legislation that attempts to close the gap between early childhood and primary 

school educators, and funding for early childhood care centers for the purposes of paying educators 
more. As it stands, the pay gap that exists between these two groups is unsustainable, and 
contributes to further inequities within early childhood education. The difficulty is both reimbursement 
rates and finding a way to make sure government funding gets directly to the teachers, counselors 
and families. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: I will support increased state investment in childcare, and will support any bill that improves 

childcare access for working families, increased state investment in early childcare, and state 
investment in improving access for childcare in areas without it. Further, I will follow 
recommendations from early childcare experts and organizations such as yours. And, as a member of 
the Appropriations committee I have had the opportunity to push both administration and legislature 
on this issue, to speak in the budget hearings and, if you will, keep the pressure on. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: In my district, parents and children are still recovering from the effects of the pandemic and the 
past two years of modified schooling, emotional stressors, and developmental delays caused by the 
pandemic. For these families, ensuring that they have a stable environment to recover in is one of my 
primary concerns. That means ensuring that schools have proper funding and mental health 
resources on site so that students have the best access to them. I will support any legislative effort 
that attempts to increase state funding for mental health resources in schools, as well as any funding 
that seeks to broaden the ability for regular citizens to gain access to quality mental health services . 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: I would support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit. Any piece of 

legislation that takes pressure off working households is good for Pennsylvania, and thus good 
enough for me to support. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: A lack of access to affordable broadband services in the state has led to an educational and 

economic gap between low-income communities, and their medium to high income counterparts. 
During the pandemic, this reality was laid bare as many students did not have the resources at home 
to successfully access their online learning curriculum or attend online classes, with some students 
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having to walk across town to a local library or internet way station in order to simply go to class. This 
reality is unacceptable, and I would for any piece of legislation that attempts to subsidize access to 
broad band internet in low income communities as well as the process of building high speed lines to 
these areas, especially in more rural areas. 
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