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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results 
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Marian Keegan     Website: www.KeeganforPA139.com 
Current Job: Candidate for office, otherwise unemployed Social Media: Keeganforpa139 

Campaign Contact Person: Marian Keegan or Dianne Madray  

Campaign Contact Email Address: mrnkgn@yahoo.com 

You are running for election in which district? House District 139 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: Research and my experience as a parent and being raised by a teacher shows signifucant benefits to staye 

investment in high-qyality pre-k education. School can be a major adjustment for children and pre-k can ease 
the adjustment as well as identifying specific educational and social needs of the child.  

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: My district is largely rural. Many vulnerable famies with young children cannot find affordable child care or 

any childcare. I recognize and support the urgent need to pay childcare workers on pay equity. Perhaps 
community block grants can be made available to my rural district. This is of high importance to getting 
workers back to work during a pandemic. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Yes. 

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Yes. 

Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: I would open discussion and studies to allow a 6 hour work day and the same daily pay rate as an 8 hr work 

day. My district borders NY and NJ where many people who live in the district work at jobs across the river. 
Hiwever, public transportation is not available for these workers who may not be able to afford a car. 
Affordable housing is also a need that limits a worker's ability to find work.  

Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
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A: Community block grants 

 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: The silver lining is that people are seeking mental health support. I support eliminating the stigmas and 

increasing social acceptance and understanding of mental health needs with education and public awareness 
campaigns. I will establish lines of communication between my legislative offices and local agencies as well as 
larger research and support agencies. I would advocate for equity in state budget funding between rural and 
urban areas. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes, I would support the creation of a refundable state EITC and work toward bipartisan support because 

famies should not be taxed or burdened into poverty by family and/or living costs. The system should not be 
complicated to implement, and be efficient and accountable. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: My district is rural and I would strongly advocate for equity regarding adequate internet services across the 

state and to all communities in my district. I would support studies for 5G access, and grants to fund internet 
access. I would study the formation of a Broadband Internet Authority as a mechanism to recognize the 
internet as a utility. Farmers in my district are learning to successfully transition to retail business models, 
which cannot be done without high speed internet access. Schools have learned how to conduct classes 
remotely during the pandemic which can be applied when dangerous road conditions or severe weather 
events occur which is happening in greater frequency because of climate change. It is appalling that children 
must sit in a parking lot outside a McDonald's to attend school or do their homework. One county in my 
district is considered part of the greater New York City area and many workers in high tech jobs need high 
speed internet to do their jobs. 
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