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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Mark Detterline      Website: detterline129.com 
Current Job: Assistant Dean of Admissions, Swarthmore College Social Media: Detterline129 

Campaign Contact Person: Jesse Royer 
Campaign Contact Email Address: detterlinefor129@gmail.com 
You are running for election in which district? House District 129 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: As an education professional, I recognize the need for high-quality education as early as possible. 

We know far too much about the critical period for our children to continue to allow our students to 
start school late. Students need to be able to be in school at the ages of 4 and 5 so that they can 
begin to achieve the vital milestones and hit the targets for language acquisition and comprehension 
before they venture into later school grades. My role on the school board of one of the largest districts 
in Pennsylvania (the Reading School District is the 4th largest in the state) is to continue to advocate 
for these advances in high-quality pre-k education, but the state must recognize their role as the 
guarantor of the funds to do so and start to adequately and equitably fund the 500 school districts 
across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The Fair Funding Formula currently being implemented in 
the state is could be very effective if only the state would funnel more of the BEF (basic education 
funding) and SEF (special education funding) through the formula, as opposed to looking for band-
aids like the recent level-up funds. Level-up funds will help districts in the lowest quintile of the state, 
but not enough to assure they are on equitable footing with some of the other districts in the state 
that remain over-funded despite declining enrollments. 

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Working families are finding that high-quality childcare is increasingly unavailable, whether by 

quantity, quality, or cost. I know this both based on data, and anecdotally from families within the 
district. It should not cost families an additional mortgage to be able to send their children to facility 
that will care for, and teach, their children during the day. We know, based on readily and commonly 
available data, that the sooner we are able to get students in school and are able to teach them 
fundamentals, that crime rates and poverty rates go down, and high school retention and graduation 
rates go up. It is absolutely imperative that we begin to invest in universal pre-k and early childhood 
programs across the state so we can ensure that our students are learning and retaining the 
fundamentals that will set them up to succeed as they move through elementary and secondary 
education. To be clear, it is vital and incumbent upon us immediately to begin to invest in high quality 
child care for working families. 
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Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Pre-K and early childhood educators are no less qualified or worthy of compensation than teachers 

in our K-12 classrooms. We need to take seriously the impact that educating a child as early as 
possible has on their lifetime outcomes. Ideally, as we venture toward a system that funds universal 
Pre-K the way it needs to be funded, we need to make sure that we are retaining early childhood and 
pre-k teachers by compensating them with wages commensurate of their worth - something we still 
need to tackle at the K-12 level. 
 
Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Every time we can touch a family and their students in a positive way is a win for the community 

and for the family. Rural and urban areas of Pennsylvania are especially at-risk for poverty and under-
educated households - both of which exist within the 129th district. It is incumbent upon the 
legislature in Pennsylvania to make sure we are looking out for the most vulnerable populations in our 
commonwealth, especially our children. Expanding our investment in home-visit dollars throughout 
the state, particularly in our most vulnerable areas, is not only something that the General Assembly 
should consider, but a measure that the General Assembly must consider.  
 
Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: One of the best and most immediately effective ways to address a workforce shortage would be to 
increase the minimum wage. The minimum wage in PA has been stagnant for over a decade. We need 
to continue the fight for 15 in Pennsylvania. The legalization of recreational marijuana in the 
commonwealth would also create an entire new industry to address a workforce shortage. 
Additionally, moving toward renewable energy with enhancement of training programs will 
simultaneously benefit the environment while adding jobs to new, sustainable jobs. Finally, supporting 
workers and their rights to unionize in the state will guarantee their ability to fight for fair and 
acceptable wages. 
 
Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: I think one of the most important and valuable ways we can make childcare more affordable would 

be by implementing a mandatory funding structure. Families who are low-income need to be able to 
take care of their children and we need to be able to make that free-to-little-cost for them while 
making it more affordable for the middle class. In addition to paying workers in childcare industries 
what they are worth, we need to make sure parents have flexibility and can receive funding for at -
home-care so relatives, neighbors, or others might be able to help. Of course, that possibility would be 
tied to resources, educational opportunities, and the necessity to meet certain health and safety 
standards. These are realistic and feasible ways to ensure that our families are able to afford 
childcare. 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: We need to make sure that we are supporting local school districts as they attempt to deal with the 
mental health struggles of their students. We still are not at a place where we have enough school 
counselors/school psychologists to support our public districts, especially large urban districts in the 
commonwealth. We need to prioritize supports to educate and encourage folks to take this career 
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path, and then fund our districts to be able to hire them. Mental health resources can also be 
supported through grant funds to local non-profit organizations working within the mental health 
space. These are realistic and feasible ways to help support our residents in PA. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: A refundable State EITC would inevitably benefit our communities. 31 states, including DC and 

Puerto Rico, currently have refundable EITC programs. It would benefit hundreds of thousands, maybe 
more, of residents in the commonwealth. There is direct research that is linked to families receiving 
this credit and enhanced school performance for the children, less poverty, and better health 
outcomes for families. Other states with these programs have seen success and the state must act 
now. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: The state needs to prioritize supporting small internet providers who already have vested interest in 

their communities gaining access to high-speed internet. Continuing to subsidize large internet 
service providers in the hopes that they will expand access is not helpful. We need to make sure that if 
we are going to give money to internet service providers that the funds are tied to expanding access. 
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