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Children Matter Action Fund Primary 2022 Survey Results
The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate to 
learn more about their views on issues affecting the lives of children. We invite you to learn more by 
reviewing their responses below; by contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social 
media. Let me know your views on the importance of ensuring young children in Pennsylvania get 
the early education supports they need and deserve. 

Name: Heather MacDonald Website: https://www.voteheatherforpa.com 
Current Job: Real Estate Social Media: HeatherforPA 

Campaign Contact Person: Sarah Yerger  
Campaign Contact Email Address: hello@voteheatherforpa.com 
You are running for election in which district? HD-103 

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for 
high-quality pre-k education? 
A: For many of us, education is the only path out of poverty. And for many more, it is the path towards 

prosperity and stability. Investing in pre-k education is not only a moral issue but an economic issue. 
All children deserve access to high quality education regardless of income, location, or circumstance.  

Q: How important, or unimportant, are increased public resources to expand access and 
affordability to high-quality child care to working families in your district?  
A: Just as we have "food deserts" or " education deserts", we are have child care deserts. Expanded 

access to child care is crucial to keeping our economy but also our families running. We have seen 
mothers leaving the workforce in notable rates. A large part of that is accessibility and affordability of 
child care. The results speak for themselves. 

Q: Should the wages for child care workers and preschool teachers be commensurate with those 
of other educators with similar qualifications and experience?  
A: Everyone deserves a living wage. All work has dignity. None more so than that of our educators and 

care workers. Covid showcased so clearly who our essential workers are, and child care workers rank 
high amongst them. Well-paying, stable jobs are never lacking workers. Child care needs to be an 
attractive and stable well-paying job. 

Q: Will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your district who 
can benefit from home visiting?  
A: Expanded investment would be phenomenal. Professional, compassionate help is vital in 

communities in our district. 

Q: In addition to making child care more accessible and affordable, what other policies would you 
champion to help businesses facing a workforce shortage? 
A: The child care workforce is multi-faceted, but we cannot just address the experience of the 

consumer in this equation. We must also address the experience of the producer-- the child care 
workers. We must make this a stable and well-paying job. We must highlight that these workers are 
paid similarly to other educators. 
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Q: What other government resources or policies would you consider for families that are 
struggling with keeping costs, especially child care, under control?  
A: Child care costs are one of the biggest stresses to a family's budget. We should advocate for 

universal pre-k education and child care expense caps. This would be a wise investment as healthy, 
educated kids earn PA much more than the original investment! 
 
Q: Which mental health supports are needed most in your district and how will you work to 
increase access to families that need them? 
A: It is crucial for us to take mental healthcare seriously. We need to address the shortage of mental 

health professions. We will fight to offer student loan forgiveness to those graduating in PA with the 
necessary degrees if they stay in the state for a set amount of years. 
 
Q: Would you support the creation of a refundable State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)? 
Why/why not? 
A: Yes. The child tax credit on the federal level was one of the most brilliant parts of legislation in 

recent years. The investment in childhood wellness (education, safety, health) is one of the most 
beautiful and economic choices we can make. 
 
Q: What would you do, if elected, to expand the access to affordable broadband internet? 
A: Broadband is an issue that affects both rural and urban areas in Pennsylvania. We need elected 
officials committed to tackling this problem. One county over, Perry County, is a mostly rural district 
that has their commissioners doing superb work in expanding access to broadband for their 
population of both work-from-home citizens as well as school aged children. We would build 
coalitions with people like this to cut through the noise and provide solutions. 
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