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Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for
     high-quality early learning education?

A:

Q: Will you support increasing annual investments in the Pre-K Counts and Head Start
     Supplemental Assistance Program line items?

A:

Q: How important, or unimportant, is expanding access to high-quality child care to working
     families in your district? 

A:

Q: If you support increased state investment in subsidized child care for infants and toddlers at
     the campaign’s recommended levels, how will you help the campaign expand child care for       
     working families? OR If you do not support the proposed increases in access to child care,      
     please explain why.  

A:

Website:
Social Media:

You are running for election in which 
House or Senate District?:

The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate seats to learn more about their 
views on childcare and early childhood education. We invite you to learn more by reviewing their responses below; by 
contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social media. Let them know your views on the importance of ensuring 
young children in Pennsylvania get the early education supports they need and deserve.

Michael Blichar Jr
Academic Coach, Northampton Community College

http://www.voteblichar.com
@voteblichar

Michael Blichar Jr
610-406-7275

blicharcampaign@voteblichar.com
House District 187

I am strong supporter of high quality early learning education. Many children and parents 
in our rural communities in the 187 do not have access to quality childcare and pre-K. I 
believe the state should do more to support this as well as public education and our 
public colleges and universities. When elected, I will make this a priority.

Yes, this is something I want to work on when I get elected.

As someone who worked at a YMCA helping parents afford child care with financial assistance monies, I know how hard it is to 
find affordable childcare. COVID-19 has exposed the lack of access to quality childcare. Parents should be able to work without 
breaking the bank to ensure that their child in taken care of. I know many parents who want to work but are unable to because of 
the costs of childcare. This must change. I support Start Strong PA and will fight for increased investments into child care 
services throughout the Commonwealth.

I plan to be a fervent advocate for for increased funding for child care. I plan to include 
child care providers and advocates on this issue in regular discussions on issues that 
impact them. I will work to ensure that funding is secured in the state budget and I will 
also introduce bills that advance the campaign's efforts.



Q: Improved parenting skills, increased family economic self-sufficiency, improved maternal
     and child health and reducing abuse and neglect are just a few of the key benefits realized          
     through evidence-based home visiting services. How do you view the needs and benefits of      
     home visiting to families?  

A:

Q: How will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your
         district who can benefit from home visiting?

A:

Q: What would you do to increase payments to high-quality providers to improve their ability
     to retain qualified professionals?

A: 

Q: How will you champion early care and early childhood education?

A: 

As someone who grew up in a low-income household myself with three other siblings, I know how beneficial home visitations 
would have been to my family growing up. There are many parents and families throughout my district and in the surrounding 
areas who would benefit from this. Home visiting programs help enhance the household and ensure that children on on the right 
foot to be successful and/or prevent situations from occurring that would put children at risk. 

As I stated before, one of my priorities when elected will be advocating for increased funding in various areas of childcare, pre-K, 
and public education in the state's yearly budget and support bills that increase funding and efforts to expand home visiting. I 
plan to include advocates in major discussions and make sure that they are part of the process in ensuring their voices are 
heard. 

Generally, I am in support of increasing the minimum wage across the state to $15 an hour over a five year period. I believe this 
would help increase salaries and wages across the board. However, I understand the need to tackle the childcare workers issues 
specifically. I will advocate for specific funding dedicated to training , education, and professional development opportunities for 
childcare included in increases for higher education.

When elected to the house, I will ensure that parents, childcare and education advocates, and others are heard in Harrisburg. I 
will always advocate for programs that increase funding for quality childcare, pre-k, and opportunities for childcare workers. 
Parents deserve to live in a Commonwealth where their children have the opportunities to succeed regardless of where they live 
or their income level. 




