
Candidates Early Childhood Education Survey Results

Name:
Current Job:

Campaign Contact Person: 
Campaign Contact Cell Phone: 
Campaign Contact Email Address:

Q: What are your views on the benefits, or drawbacks, of allocating additional state funds for
     high-quality early learning education?

A:

Q: Will you support increasing annual investments in the Pre-K Counts and Head Start
     Supplemental Assistance Program line items?

A:

Q: How important, or unimportant, is expanding access to high-quality child care to working
     families in your district? 

A:

Q: If you support increased state investment in subsidized child care for infants and toddlers at
     the campaign’s recommended levels, how will you help the campaign expand child care for 
     working families? OR If you do not support the proposed increases in access to child care,      
     please explain why.  

A:

Website:
Social Media:

You are running for election in which 
House or Senate District?:

The Children Matter Action Fund is surveying all candidates for Pennsylvania House and Senate seats to learn more about their 
views on childcare and early childhood education. We invite you to learn more by reviewing their responses below; by 
contacting their campaigns; and by following them on social media. Let them know your views on the importance of ensuring 
young children in Pennsylvania get the early education supports they need and deserve.

Gary Spillane
Retired Business Owner

http://www.electgaryspillane.com

@Electspillane

Gary Spillane
215-651-8794

gary@electgaryspillane.com
House District 144

I only see benefits to allocating additional state funds for high-quality early learning 
education. I believe education is the greatest equalizer and all of our children deserve a 
quality education regardless of zip code or socioeconomic status. 

I support increasing annual investments in Pre-K Counts and the Head Start 
Supplemental Assistance Program. These programs are vital for our most vulnerable 
children. 

Education is extremely important to the working families in my district. It is one of the primary 
reasons many families move here and stay here. We are very fortunate in my district to have 
fully-funded, high-performing, quality schools. We need to expand upon this success and 
replicate the performance in under-funded school districts across Pennsylvania. 

I will help the campaign by publicly advocating whenever and wherever I can as an 
elected official. I will also work with your organization, other elected officials, and 
committee members to find the necessary resources and practical solutions to expand 
child care for working families.



Q: Improved parenting skills, increased family economic self-sufficiency, improved maternal
     and child health and reducing abuse and neglect are just a few of the key benefits realized      
     through evidence-based home visiting services. How do you view the needs and benefits of 
     home visiting to families?  

A:

Q: How will you support the expansion of state investment dollars to serve those in your
 district who can benefit from home visiting?

A:

Q: What would you do to increase payments to high-quality providers to improve their ability
     to retain qualified professionals?

A: 

Q: How will you champion early care and early childhood education?

A: 

I view the needs and benefits of home-visiting to families as vital to the health and 
success of the children as well as the parents. In my opinion, this is a necessary 
investment to break the cycle of poverty. 

I will support the expansion of state investment dollars by raising awareness in my district 
about this program by highlighting its success and accessibility for families in need. 

I fully support increasing subsidies specifically earmarked for raising wages for qualified 
early education professionals. Early childhood educators and support staff should be 
paid fair wages commensurate with kindergarten teachers and staff. I believe a living 
wage should begin at $15 an hour to recruit and retain these skilled teachers. 

I will champion early care and early childhood education by fighting for increased investment in these vital programs. A child’s zip code should 
not determine the quality of their education. Receiving a quality education should not be comparable to winning the lottery. Education is the 
greatest equalizer and we need to invest in our children by giving them equitable early education opportunities. Studies show that children who 
receive a quality early education are less likely to turn to a life of crime or substance abuse and more likely to graduate, attend college, or a trade 
school. This investment benefits all Pennsylvanians and it’s the right thing to do. 




